From: Commanders’ Weather Corp
154 Broad St, Suite 1517

Nashua, NH 03062

Tel: 603-882-6789, Fax: 603-882-6661
**********************************************************************************************************************

Please hold for the PRIVATE and EXCLUSIVE use of:



Commanders Weather Clients – Chicago to Mac Race
**********************************************************************************************************************
Event:


2018 Chicago to Mac Race
Start:



mid-day Saturday, July 21
Forecast for:

Saturday – Monday, July 21-24
Prepared:
     
0630cdt Thursday, July 19, 2018
Chi-Mac Thu 7-19 

Thu, Jul 19, 2018 8:00 AM - 8:30 AM CDT 

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/711049357 

You can also dial in using your phone. 

United States: +1 (872) 240-3412 

Access Code: 711-049-357 

First GoToMeeting? Let's do a quick system check: https://link.gotomeeting.com/system-check 

Summary…

 1) Please note that the boat speeds are an average – we will move a little faster for more favorable conditions, slower with less favorable

2) Overall, with the low moving thru and E and SE, it fairly rough for the start of race and into all of Sat night

   a) wind into 20s, w/gusts to 35 kts, and

   b) seas will be on rough side, especially from N coming down Lake Michigan

3) Do think conditions improve overnight and during Sun, but will have to contend with N to NE winds

4) After very rough conditions for 1st 12-18 hrs or so, you will have contend with very light conditions in northern part of Lake during Mon and into Tue

   a) could be no wind at tines, especially mid-part of lake and 

   b) you will have to play the thermal sea lake breeze

   c) likely slow finish to the race!

Wind forecasts

Wind directions are MAGNETIC, wind speed in kts, and time is CDT
Sat, July 21
1) Low pressure will be shifting to the E and SE, passing close to or just to N and E of Chicago area during the afternoon

   a) by later in PM/evening this system should be over southern Michigan

2) Behind this low, just to the N and E, there will be an increasing NW to N flow for the start of the race

3) Unfortunately, it has the potential to be on rough side for the start

   a) wind speeds into 20s, and maybe gusts to 30-35 kts later PM into evening, and 

   b)  with wind direction from NW and then N, there will be building seas coming down from Lake Michigan

4) With this stronger NW to N flow, only good option is to head NE aiming for Muskegon

5) Also, with the low in vicinity to the N and E, there will be lots of clouds with rain or squally showers around thru the PM into evening

   a) max winds near any heavier showers, which would contain gusts into 30s, while

   b) wind speeds on lighter side within any rain/drizzle, possible down to 20 kts 

6) There is chance for rain/showers to be ending or tapering off from W to E by later at night

7) Flow will be trending right into N to possible a little E to N by later at night, mainly after midnight, which

   a) you may need to tack and head NW, but 

   b) this will keep you in stronger wind and rougher seas longer


180/day



 240/day


300/day

07: 290-320/13-18 g22




10: 320-340/16-22 g26




14: 330-350/17-24 
start

  Some gusts to 28 kts

16: 340-360/18-26 g30

340-360/18-26 g30

340-360/18-26 g30


19: 350-010/20-30 g34 

350-010/20-30 g34

350-010/20-30 g34

22: 350-010/22-30 g35

360-020/22-30 g35

350-010/22-30 g35




Weather…Mostly cloudy to cloudy with periods of rain or squally showers around. Activity may end from W to E by later at night

Seas to 3-6 ft in the PM, then maybe up to 5-8 ft from NW to N during the night

Sun, July 22
1) Low pressure weakens and slowly moves SE and S into Ohio, while ridge of high pressure extends SW into northern Plains

2) With the low to SE, there will continue to be fairly strong N-NE to NE flow over the region, but not as strong as during Sat night

   a) wind speeds down to mainly in 20s or closer to 20 kts

3) Flow trends right into NE during the morning

   a) wind speeds down to around 20 kts, and 

   b) wind will be lighter and more right closer to coast, while stronger and left further out, but 

4) With this NE flow, best to be heading N-NW

5) Look for wind trending left into N-NE to possible N during the PM, especially if more sunshine develops

   a) with this wind trending left, wind comes more on nose, and 

   b) you will likely have to tack and head closer to shore

6) As you get more N and further away from the low, there will be lighter conditions, while wind stronger to S and SW

   a) slower boats could see some gusts into mid-20s later PM, but 

   b) faster boats well to NE, should see wind speeds down to 10-15 kts or less by 2nd half of the PM  

   c) better to be closer to Michigan coast, as wind will lighter to N and NW

7) Low pressure weakens to southern Ohio during the night, while ridge axis extends SW thru Lake Superior into Plains

8) Wind diminishes and trends right into N-NE or NE during the evening

   a) wind speeds down to mainly in teens, but 

   b) Again, slower boats to S and SW will be stronger, while faster boats will see lighter conditions, 
   c) wind to <10 kts nearing Straits and watch for wind shift from NE to N

01: 360-020/20-25 g28

010-030/18-25 

010-030/ 16-22 
near 42 50n/ 86 50w


NW of Muskegon

off Little Sable
04: 010-040/17-24 g28 

030-050/16-22

030-050/ 14-20
07: 040-060/16-22 


040-060/14-20

050-070/ 15-22

With NE flow, heading N-NW




10: 050-070/15-22 little Sable 
050-070/12-17

050-070/ 13-18 – inside Manitou 

13: 030-050/15-22


030-050/14-20

040-060/ 12-17 
Wind trending left some, possible left of forecast and may need to tack and head closer to shore – slower boats will be in stronger wind, while fast will be lighter to N and NE

16: 020-040/16-22 


020-040/14-20

020-040/ 10-15


19: 360-030/16-22 g26

010-030/15-22

040-070/ 13-7 or less
 NW of Big Sable


inside Manitou


nearing Straits
22: 010-040/15-22


030-060/16-10 

shift to 360-020/ 5-9
Weather…. AM cloudiness with a few showers possible around, then partial clearing
Seas 3-6 ft mainly from N, but down to 2-4 ft and less to NE near Manitou to <2 ft nearing Straits
Mon, July 23

1) Unfortunately, after the very rough start, you will have to contend with very light conditions

2) Low pressure weakens over southern Ohio, which will have no impact to area, but 

3) There will be ridge of high pressure shifting to the SE, which will be moving overhead during the day, which will give little or no gradient wind

   a) any breeze mainly thermal related in the afternoon

4) look for mainly E-NE to E, possible SE wind during the morning hours

   a) wind stronger to W and SW closer to Manitou and to SW, while 

   b) wind lighter to NE part of Lake

5) With this light E to SE breeze, better to be inside Manitou or close to MI shore, then

6) Also, better to be closer to MI shore to get into better NE to N sea lake breeze in the afternoon

   a) max to 10 kts, while lighter and more variable to N in mid-part of Lake

7) Lighter conditions closer to the Straits

01: 040-070/10-15


050-080/ 7-12


350-020/ <7

SW of Manitou


Vicinity of Beaver is

Straits 

04: 070-090/ 8-13     


070-090/ 12-7 or less

Light/variable

07: 080-110/ 6-11 


080-110/ 6-10


080-110/ 5-9

Manitou’s



S and SE Beaver Is

Straits/Mack

10: 080-110/ 5-9


110-140/ <7 


Light/variable

13: shift 350-010/ 6-10

Light/variable


Light/variable

   Light winds with local sea/lake breeze, especially close to Michigan shore

16: 340-010/ 7-12


340-010/ 5-10


shift 250-280/ 5-10



19: 340-010/ 12-7 or less

340-010/ 10-5 or less

260-280/ 12-6 or less

Weather…early low clouds, then mainly sunny skies

Seas around 1 ft or less

Tue, July 24 – around Straits to Mackinaw

1) Light winds thru early Tue, mostly from S to SW in advance of a weak cold front moving to the E and SE

  a) front moves thru in the morning

2) Behind this front, there will be a stronger W-SW to W breeze developing

   a) wind speeds  mainly 10 kts or less in northern part of Lake, but 

   b) look out for wind to 10-15 kts near Straits, possible higher gusts

3) Flow then shifts more right into W-NW and NW by later in day/evening

4) Lots of sunshine mixed with some cloudiness, and maybe slight chance for late PM shower/t-shower

01: 180-210/ 5-9

07: 210-250/ 5-9 

13: 250-280/10-15 g18?

19: 310-330/ 8-13

Weather…Sunny to possible partly cloudy, slight chance for late PM shower/t-storm

Seas < 2 ft

Best regards, Chris Wasserback
